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Therefore if you have any encouragement from being 
united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any 
common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and 
compassion, then make my joy complete by being 
like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit 
and of one mind. 

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, 
rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not 
looking to your own interest but each of you to the 
interest of others. 

 

Repetition of words 

If is repeated four times  

Any is repeated four times  

 

If you have any encouragement 

If any comfort 

If any common sharing 

If any tenderness 

 



 

Adjectives 

Lists 

One in spirit 

And of one mind 

Encouragement 

Comfort 

Common sharing 

Tenderness and compassion 

 

One is repeated twice 

Love is repeated twice 

From is repeated twice 

 

Interest           _  repeated 

Interests                    twice 

 

Selfish ambition                        comparing 

Vain conceit                              ideas with  

                                                 Each other 

 

They could be contrasts as well 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Comparisons  

 

United with Christ                      talking of more than  

being like-minded                      one person here 

one mind                                    in one mind we  

                                                   have the same mind 

                                                   with Christ or like  

                                                   other Christians 

 

●​Value others above yourselves is opposite to 
selfish ambition or vain conceit 

●​Not looking to your own interests but each of you to 
the interests of others is similar to do nothing out of 
selfish ambition or vain conceit  

●​ If any tenderness and compassion is the opposite 
of selfish ambition or vain conceit 

●​ It’s actually a contrast 



●​ In humility value others above yourselves is 
contrasting to looking to your own interests and 
Paul is saying not making it a contrasting idea if we 
were 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cause and effects relationships 
  

       1.        If you have these things then the effect you   
                  can make my joy complete by being like   
                  minded.                   
       2.        Therefore if you have any encouragement                    
.                  by being united with Christ if any comfort  
                   from his love if any common sharing in the  
                   Spirit, if any tenderness And compassion  
                   the effect then is make my joy complete by 
                   being like-minded. 
        3.        The cause then rather than humility, value 
                   others above yourselves”. The effect is not  
                   looking to your own interests but looking to  
                   the interests of others.  
 



General to specific 

Therefore if you have any encouragement from being 
united with Christ  

 

what the specific is 

if any comfort from his love 

If any common sharing in the spirit   

if any tenderness and compassion 

 

General 

Then make my joy complete by being like minded 

What the specific is joy 

Having the same love, being one  in Spirit and one in 
mind 

The general is do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 
conceit 

specific is not looking to your own interests but looking 
to the interest of others 

 

Observational words 

 

Rather – adverb 

Humility – noun 



Value – noun but can be a verb here 

Others – pronoun 

Above – preposition  

Yourselves – pronoun – object of a verb 

Your – determiner 

You – personal pronoun 

Not – Adverb  

Looking – active verb, can be a noun or adjective 

To – preposition 

Own -adjective 

Interests – plural noun 

But – conjunction 

Each – determiner, it can be a pronoun or adverb  

Therefore – adverb  

If – conjunction 

Any - determiner ,pronoun 

Have -possessive verb 

Having – active verb 

Encouragement – noun 

From – preposition, indicating the point in time at which 
a particular process, event or activity starts 

United – adjective, comes from the verb unite 



United is a past participle, passive verb really.  

With – preposition, having or possessing something 

Christ – noun 

Comfort – noun 

His – pronoun 

Love – noun 

Common – adjective 

Sharing - active verb 

In - preposition 

The - definitive article 

Spirit - noun 

Tenderness - noun 

And - conjunction 

Compassion - noun 

Then - adverb, At the time in question 

Make - active verb 

My - determiner 

Joy - noun 

Complete - adjective 

By – preposition 

Like – preposition and conjunction, can be a noun 
adjective and adverb an informal one 



Mind – noun or verb 

Minded – adjective  

Same- adjective 

One – adverb noun or adjective 

Of – preposition 

Do – active verb 

Nothing – adverb, adjective or pronoun 

Out - adverb, preposition or adjective 

Selfish - adjective 

Ambition - noun 

Or - conjunction, use as a function word to indicate an 
alternative 

Vain - adjective 

Conceit - noun 

United with Christ - passive verb 

Comfort - active verb 

Common sharing - active verb 

 

Conjunctions 

Therefore because it’s joins 

“Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ” because 
it joins the previous paragraph in Philippians 1:27 which 



says not looking to your own interests” but  each of you 
to the interests of others”. 

Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ. 

Then is a conjunction because it is joining”if any 
tenderness and compassion then make my joy 
complete”. 

Rather is a conjunction because it is joining” do nothing 
out of selfish ambition or vain conceit with”rather value 
others above yourselves”. 

But it is conjunction because it is joining” not looking to 
your own interests” but” each of you to the interests of 
others”. 

 

Questions and answers 

It’s not a direct question and answer but it can be. 

.If you have any encouragement 

.If you have any comfort from his love 

.If any sharing in the spirit 

.If any tenderness and compassion 

 

The answer is to make my joy complete by being 
like-minded. 

 

Purpose  result statements 



If you have any encouragement from being united with 
Christ result by being like minded 

Purpose do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 
conceit  

The result is value others above yourselves 

Means 

If any comfort from his love  

If any common sharing in the Spirit 

If any tenderness and compassion  

Then make my joy complete by being like minded 
having the same love, being one in spirit and of one 
mind 

 

Conditional clause 

If can be as well, if you have  any encouragement from 
being united with Christ  

If any comfort from his love  

If any common sharing from his spirit 

 If any tenderness and compassion 

If you have these things then it’s a conditional clause 
then make my joy complete is a conditional clause  

 

 

Actions Roles of people 



Our role is to be encouraged by being united with 
Christ. 

We have comfort  

Christ's role is that Christ provides his love for our 
comfort .Our role is that we make Paul’s joy complete 
by being like minded. We have to value others with 
humility.  We have to not look for our own interests but 
the interests of others. Christ’s role is that he makes us 
united with Him. Christ provides his love for our comfort. 
Our role is we have sharing in Christ's spirit but Christ's 
role is that he provides his spirit. 

 

Emotional terms 

Joy, like minded 

Not looking to your own interest 

Selfish ambition or vain conceit 

These emotional terms convey what Paul does and 
doesn’t want us to do 

Vain conceit is a bit angry sounding and not looking to 
your own interest is also but Paul is being happy 
sounding, encouraging because Paul knows the 
Philippians can do this.  

 

Tone  

Is encouraging by using terms like joy and like minded  
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