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Observations

Nehemiah 1:1-11
Connection between paragraphs and episodes 

The only thing I can connect between Neh 1 and other parts of the Bible with similar characters is the last part of Ezra. In Ezra 10:20, the last page of the book of Ezra 10 is Ezra 10:20, which mentions the sons of Imner being Hanani and Zebadiah. Hanani is mentioned in Neh 1:2 as one of Nehemiah’s brothers.

Another connection is between Neh 1:11 when he mentions he is the king’s cupbearer and Neh 2:1 when we learn of Nehemiah giving King Artaxerxes wine, doing his job. 

Another connection is that Nehemiah 1 opens with the month of Kislev in the 20th year which is around September and then Nehemiah 2 opens with the month of Nisan, also in the 20th year, which is 6 or 7 months later. 






Inclusion

In Nehemiah 1, I find that verse 1 is very similar to Neh 1:11 because Neh 1:1 is explaining the setting of the story and Neh 1:11 goes on to explain why the setting of the story takes place. 

Nehemiah is the king’s cupbearer.

Story shifts and pivots

In Neh 1:1 and Neh 1:11 there is a connection there because Nehemiah goes back to explain why he is in a position to do something about the trouble that Hanani explains, because he is the king’s cupbearer.

There is an Interchange between Neh 1:1 and Neh 1:11 because Nehemiah is building up to us his position.


Repetition of words

Survive x2
Judah 
Jewish
Jerusalem x2
Exile x2
The God of heaven x2 
Servant/servants x9
Moses x2
Exiled
Love x2
Lord x2
Lord let your ear be attentive
Let your ear be attentive 





Contrast 

Day and night

Now one observation I have observed is the writer of this passage, when he’s quoting God quoting himself he uses a capital N for name “I have chosen a dwelling for my name” capital N but when Nehemiah just prays and quotes himself “of your servants who delight in revering your name” it is not in capitals

Another contrast

If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you amongst the nations … but if you return to me and obey my commands then even if you exiled people are at the fartherest horizon I will gather them from there and bring them to a place.

Contrast

Unfaithful
Return
Scatter 
Gather

Among the nations
Fartherest horizon

Name 
name
contrast because one is referring to Jehovah God as a name in the prayer. He is quoting Himself and the other name is not in a quote, but still in the same prayer.

Compare

Remember the instruction you gave your servant Moses saying “if you are unfaithful I will scatter you among the nations but if you return to me and obey my commands…

It is compared with ‘then even if you’re exiled people are at the fartherest horizon I will gather them from there, and bring them to the place I have chosen as a dwelling for my Name’. 

 … with as well … he’s saying ‘this people in Nehemiah’s day are your servants too’.
He's saying ‘Lord let your ear be attentive to their prayer’ as Moses and Daniel were saying it in their day, particularly in Daniel’s prayer with Daniel 9:4
And Daniel said “Oh Lord, great and awesome God who keeps His covenant with those who love Him etc… 


Lists

Commands
Decrees
Laws

Your great strength and your mighty hand

Who keeps his covenant of love with those who love Him 
and keeps His commandments 


Cause and Effect

The cause
 Hanani one of my brothers came to Judah with some other men and Nehemiah questioned them about the Jewish remnant
 
The Effect
Nehemiah had fasted before the God of Heaven then he said Lord the Gord of Heaven, the great and awesome God …give your servant success today by granting him favour in the presence of these men. Nehemiah had to go before the king


Figure of speech

Fartherest horizon you can’t get to the horizon
Scatter among the nation ashes can be scattered but people can’t 
Ear be attentive ears listen but God is all ears and eyes
Gather them grains of rice can be gathered but people can’t be picked up by their hair on their head

Conjunction

While I was in the Citadel 
And I questioned them about the Jewish remnant
When I heard these things and
then I said Lord
also about Jerusalem



Verb

Came passive
While I was passive
And I questioned passive
Survived the exile passive 
The wall of Jerusalem is broken down active
and its gates have been burned with fire passive
when I heard these things, I sat down and wept passive
I mourned and fasted and prayed before the God of Heaven passive
Who keeps his covenant of love with those who love him and keep his commandments active
Let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to hear the prayer your servant is praying active

I confess the sins active
…have committed against you passive 
If you return to me and obey my commandments active


Pronoun

I pronoun
Nehemiah antecedent
Hanani antecedent
One of My brothers pronoun
Some other men antecedent
Them pronoun
They said to me pronoun
Jewish remnant antecedent
Jerusalem antecedent
Those pronoun
God antecedent
His pronoun
Your servants pronoun
The people of Israel antecedent
we Israelites pronoun
myself and my father’s family antecedent


General statements

.They said to me.
..When I heard these things.
…For some days



Specific Statements

Those who survived the exile and are back in the province are in great trouble and disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down and its gates have been burned with fire. 
I sat down and wept
I mourned and fasted and prayed before the God of heaven


Questions and answers

…and I questioned about the Jewish remnant…question
[bookmark: _Hlk202021299]Those who survived the exile and are back in the province are in great trouble and disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have burned with fire. answer


Dialogue

[bookmark: _Hlk203397721]Those who survived the exile and are back in the province are in great trouble and disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have burned with fire.

Lord, the God of Heaven, the great and awesome God, who keeps His covenant of love with those who love Him and keep His commandments. Let your ear be attentive and  your eyes open to hear the prayer your servant is praying before You day and night for Your servants, the people of Israel. I confess the sins we Israelites, including myself and my father’s family have committed against You. We have acted very wickedly toward You. We have not obeyed the commands, decrees and laws you gave your servant Moses, saying if you are unfaithful I will scatter you among the nation but if you return to Me and obey my commands then even if your exiled people are at the farthest horizon I will gather them from there and bring them to the place I have chosen as a dwelling for my Name. They are your servants and your people whom you redeemed by Your great strength and Your mighty hand. 


Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of this your servant and to the prayer of your servants who delight in revering your name. Give your servant success today by granting him favour in the presence of this man.

Purpose, result statements

Nehemiah heard what Hanani said about the walls being burnt down purpose
When he heard these things he sat down and wept and he prayed and fasted for some days result

Remember the instruction you gave your servant Moses, saying, If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the nations purpose
But if you return to me and obey my commands, …and bring them to the place result


Means

Who keeps his covenant of love with those who love him and keep his commandments.

[bookmark: _Hlk202022501]But if you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the nations but if you return Me and obey my commands I will gather them from there. 

Conditional clause

But if you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the nations
but if you return me and obey my commands I will gather them from there. 
Then even if you exiled people are at the farthest horizon, I will gather them from there and bring them to the place.

Identify actions and roles of people

The action of Nehemiah is that he’s questioning his brothers and men who came from Judah. Their actions are telling him of the destruction of Jerusalem. Nehemiah mourns and fasts and weeps before the God of Heaven. 
Nehemiah, his father’s family and the people of Israel have committed sins against Jehovah God and have not obeyed the laws and decrees and commands he gave his servant Moses. 
Nehemiah is praying for the people of Israel day and night.

Actions, roles of God

The great and awesome God, he keeps his covenant of those who love him. The role of God is that He loves us.

If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the nation. But if you aren’t he says I will gather you to a place I have chosen.

Emotional terms

.I sat down and wept
.I mourned and fasted and prayed
.Great and awesome God
.Let your ear be attentive and eyes open 

.In the province are in great trouble and disgrace
.Burned with fire
.Who keeps his covenant of love with those who love him 
.I confess the sins we Israelites including myself and my father’s family 
.Wickedly and not obeyed 
.But if you return to me and obey my commands 
.And the prayer of your servants who delight in revering your name

Tone

It’s fast acting because Nehemiah is pleading with God. 

Connections between paragraphs

1   Nehemiah is told about the destruction
2  He mourns and fasts
3  Then he gets on his knees 

In one instance Nehemiah remembers Moses and he remembers what God had said at that time and he wants God to act favourably this time to these people

Story shifts and Pivots

Nehemiah is told about the destruction 
then he prays for his fellow citizens 
then he remembers the sins 
then he remembers God’s goodness 
then he asks for God’s favour because he has to go before the king. 



Interchange

The passage shift is from the 
.words of Nehemiah, the son of Hakaliah
.then goes to myself and my father’s family
.then goes to I was cupbearer to the king and
.then it goes to … let your ear be attentive to the prayer of your servant

Chiasm

Let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to the prayer of your servant is praying before you day and night for your servants the people of Israel. It’s repeated here that’s why it’s Chiasm 
Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of this your servant and to the prayer of your servants who delight in revering your name 

 Inclusio

In Nehemiah 1,  I find that verse 1 is very similar to Neh 1:11 because Neh 1:1 is explaining the setting of the story and Neh 1:11 goes on to explain why the setting of the story takes place. 

Nehemiah is the king’s cupbearer.
These two paragraphs explain the facts.

(notice  I have done similar with inclusio)
