Mary Rice                                                                                           Assignment 5.3

Mark 11:12-21
Repetition of words

Heard this – the teachers of the law
Heard this – the disciples
Fig tree X3
Leaf 
Leaves 
Fig 
Tree 
Fruit X2 
Roots
 Withered X2
Temple X2
Courts X2
Have X2

Contrast

Distance 
Reached
Feared Him – Pharisees 
Amazed at His teaching - crowd
Buying and selling are opposites
The next day, as they were leaving Bethany is opposite to when Jesus and His disciples went out to the city
In the morning as they went along they saw the fig tree opposite 

It was not the season for figs contrast the fig tree is reminiscent of the temple
Although they could sell for sacrifices near the temple they could not in the temple where they were doing it

Like the fig tree it was not the season for figs and in the temple it was not the time or the place to do it. It was not near Passover and they were using exorbitant prices to sell the animals to the people. Taking advantage of them. Treating them unfairly by charging too much. 
Seeing in a distance the fig tree in leaf is similar to in the morning as they went along they saw the fig tree withered from its roots. 
Then he said to the fig tree may no one ever eat from you again is similar to Peter remembered and said to Jesus “Rabbi look! The fig tree You cursed has withered”
He went to find out if it had any fruit but it didn’t have any fruit

When he reached it He found nothing but leaves. So he said may no one ever eat from you again is similar to Peter said to Jesus the fig tree you cursed has withered. They are both having a conversation about the fig tree.
Withered and nothing is like a contrast


Contrast
Day 
Morning 
Evening 

It wasn’t the season for fruit
Figs is fruit
Israel didn’t bear fruit like the fig tree didn’t bear fruit

But even if the fig tree didn’t bear fruit because it wasn’t the season, Israel should have bourne fruit because they had the temple, they had the teaching of God and the Pharisees and the Scribes to teach them (albeit a wrong teaching)
They should have still bourne fruit according to Jesus. 

They were not producing fruits either when they were in the temple courts selling. They charge exorbitant prices for things and they weren’t supposed to
From afar you see these leaves and think that you will find fruit (as Jesus thought)
The Pharisees were like that. You think from them you will get something, like spiritual teaching, only to get nothing. 
The temple is a place of worship that had become corrupted and become fruitless.

Like the fig tree from afar looks good but its fruitless
The fig tree in this context symbolises the Jewish religious leaders and the temple itself
It had the appearance of righteousness (leaves) but lack of fruit of faith and righteous actions and did not have the Holy Spirit
The temple was meant to be a place of worship and prayer but had become a market place, a place of commerce and corruption. 
Jesus’ action of driving out the money changers and over turning tables was symbolic of judgement on this hypocrisy.
The withering of the fig tree serves as a warning that out of appearance of faith without genuine inner transformation and righteous actions will lead to judgement.
The temple, is a representation of the religious leaders of the time like the Pharisees etc, like the fig tree it is judged for its lack of fruit. 
The story also emphasises the power of faith in the dangers of doubt. Jesus links the fig tree incident to the disciples’ need for faith in prayer. 
Some scholars view the fig tree incident as a symbolic act of judgement on Israel, while others see it as a broader lesson about the importance of bearing fruit in one’s life and the consequences of hypocrisy
The parable of the barren fig tree offers both good news and bad news. The good news is God is merciful and willing to forgive (leaves) and the bad news is that one day God’s patient and merciful nature has its limit. (withered fig tree)
Neither you nor I want to be on the receiving end when God’s patience runs out. 
Its better to repent while we have the opportunity. 

Emotional terms
A den of robbers (Jesus was pretty angry)

Actions and roles of God (Jesus)
He over turned the things in the temple, the benches and tables, He disrupted the money changers and the benches of those selling doves
He said it is written My house should be a house of prayer. You have made a den of robbers. 
Jesus was teaching the people when He said this. 
Jesus cursed the fig tree.
Jesus looked around in a distance because He was hungry. 
He talks to the fig tree
 And he looked at all the money changers

Actions and roles of people 
Peter said ’Rabbi look! The fig tree you cursed has withered.
The Pharisees and teachers of the law want to kill Jesus
They were selling in the temple
The Scribes and the Pharisees heard what Jesus said and set out to kill Him
The disciples heard what Jesus said and went with Him everywhere

Conditional clause
Clause
My house should be called a house of prayer but you have made it a den of robbers
Condition 
He would not allow anyone to carry merchandise 
He was insinuating that Pharisees didn’t teach the people well

Connections between paragraphs and episodes

The fig tree and the temple are similar because the fig tree dies and Jesus over turns the tables of the money changers etc. They can’t do what they want to do in the temple neither can the fig tree grow anymore. 

Connections

Whilst this episode starts at verse 15 a few verses beforehand in verse 11 Jesus looks around at all things as the hour is already late, He goes out to Bethany with the 12

It was explained to me once that Jesus was contemplating His actions because the hour was already late and, although it doesn’t say it there, people were still selling things at that hour in the temple.

Tone

The tone of the temple bit is angry. The fig tree story is angry too. 
Jesus knew about the people selling in the temple the night before but he thought about what he is going to do. 
Peter was amazed at the fig tree but he was not angry
People were amazed at Jesus’ teaching. But the pharisees wanted to kill him because they were angry. 

Inclusio

.The next day they were leaving Bethany 
.and seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf He went to find out if it had any fruit

Why it is inclusio is because the ending paragraphs say :
In the morning they went along they saw the fig tree withered from its roots Peter remembered and said “Rabbi Rabbi look! The fig tree you cursed has withered.”

Chiasm arrangements

The next day as they were leaving Bethany Jesus was hungry
A 
Seeing in the distance a  fig tree in leaf he went to find out if it had any fruit
B
When he reached it he found nothing but leaves
C

Because it was not the season for figs
D
Then He said to the tree 
E
May no one ever eat from you again
F
And the people and the disciples heard it


When evening came Jesus and His disciples went out of the city 
A
In the morning when they went along 
B
They saw the fig tree withered from its roots
C
Peter remembered and said to Jesus
D
Rabbi look!
E
The fig tree you cursed has withered
F

Interchange

Yes the story shifts back and forth to the fig tree.

Story shifts and pivots

A dramatic shift to this story is when Jesus enters the temple. 
And the fig tree is being used before it and after it to demonstrate what Jesus thinks of the Jews
The fig tree didn’t produce fruit when Jesus was hungry so doesn’t fulfill His needs. Neither does the temple teach the Jews anything to fulfill their needs
Jesus was teaching at the temple while throwing out the people like the money changers in the temple courts. 

Cause and effect

The cause is the fig tree, 
the effect is that He curses it and the disciples saw that it had died

The cause is the chief priests etc are present when Jesus says “you have made my house a den of robbers” 
And the effect is that they sought to kill Him

The cause

Jesus over turns the tables 
Disrupted the money changers
Over turned the benches of those selling doves

The effect is Jesus says my temple is a den of robbers instead of as house of prayer
The chief priests are looking for a way to kill Him
Another effect of the fig tree is that Jesus cursed it to kill it like the Pharisees and teachers of the law would kill Him (He symbolized His death to the disciples but they didn’t know it then)

Figure of speech

the fig tree (because it represents the temple too)
my house is a house of prayer but you have made it a den of robbers
the fig tree is defiled because Jesus cursed it
the temple is defiled because the people are buying and selling in it and Jesus is saying that the Pharisees and teachers of the law should know better, than to create a place for people to cheat and steal
Wherever there is a place where money is exchange or kept – one can steal putting ideas in to people’s minds to do it, not that we do it but some might. 
Jesus is talking to the fig tree as if it were a person. He also is saying to His disciples if you say to this mountain be cast into the ocean it will be done so, just believe. (Mark 11:23)
He’s giving them an example.

Conjuntions

And 
But 
For


Observations of actions

Look 
Looking
Seeing in the distance
 Went to find out
He reached it
He found nothing
Then He said to the tree
And as He taught them He said

Means

Jesus sees disruption in the temple
Overturned the tables

Means to an end

Stops the dove sellers to cleanse the temple

Dialogues

Jesus says my temple should be a house of prayer but you have made it a den of robbers

Jesus speaks to the tree

Peter says “Rabbi look! The fig tree you cursed has died”




Question and answer

Matt 21:13 (Isaiah 56:7)
Is it not written my house should be called a house of prayer question but you made it a den of robbers answer
